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Chapter Six
LAST DAYS IN INDIA
I would sacrifice Gwalior, or every frontier of India, ten
times over, in order to preserve our credit for scrupulous
good faith . . .                            ARTHUR WELLESLEY.
IN no way is Arthur Wellesley's fair-minded policy towards
the inhabitants of India better shown than in his attitude
towards the Peace Treaties after the Mahratta War.   He
drew them up with a view to a lasting peace, and on the
only lines which he conceived this would be possible.
The peace he desired to make was one which would satisfy
the conquered as well as the conquerors, for only by giving
satisfaction to the former could its duration be ensured.
His aim was to show that right and not might was right,
and he struggled hard to uphold that ideal Ambition, how-
ever, is likely to turn and twist the issues of right, and to
strain the meaning of the term, and so it was in this instance.
The Governor-General, in his zeal for English interests, was
inclined to extract the pound of flesh from the treaties.
Arthur Wellesley, on the other hand, looked only upon the
morality of the question. Both were right according to
their lights,' and both were endeavouring to serve their
country to the best of their ability. The difference was
that one desired for it material possessions, the other a high
moral reputation.
Richard viewed the matter from the technical viewpoint
of the Laws of Nations j Arthur viewed it in the light of the
understanding of the Indian chiefs.
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